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Yesterday a form from the ELCA crossed my desk. It’s a form that 
every ELCA church across the United States uses. In the upper left 
the form was this identifying phrase, “Domestic Mission Unit.”   
I was intrigued by that definition and I hope it strikes you also. 	
	
We have a sense of awe and respect for those who step away from 
Pickaway County and risk the discomfort of work in a different soci-
ety far, far from home. We surprisingly support young people (who 
we normally try to keep safe) when they head off to foreign lands 
where governments are known to be unstable - all for the sake of 
the gospel. We define mission as “foreign” and far away and in an-
other part of the world.	
	
But in a world which cries out for hope and hungers in its depths for 
the abundant life and love of Christ Jesus, the local church must 
also be in mission. N. T. Wright reminds us, “THE CHURCH EX-
ISTS… for what we sometimes call “mission”: to announce to the 
world that Jesus is its Lord. This is the “good news.” St. Paul 
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We are a family who lives the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 
  
For a denomination and church that emphasizes 
Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and this is not your own do-
ing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works, 
so that no one may boast,” we paradoxically em-
phasize that our faith is lived out - not just spoken 
about.  
 
We live the gospel of Jesus Christ. Our deeds 
flow from our drenching in grace. We can’t help 
but express that we are covered in the force of 
love which flows from God. For in Him, we live 
and move and have our being. We are made new, 
bearing the image of God through Jesus Christ. 	
	
Our world longs for those of us energized with the 
life of Christ to stand up, stretch our muscles and 
get lively. Our suffocated, suffering world cries in 
desperation for life-giving hope that comes from 
Jesus Christ. Like drooping summer plants, wait-
ing on water or nutrients, our world longs to drink 
the Living Water that we are privileged to carry in 
our cracked clay pots.  
	
If we are a family who lives the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, we live in hope, that no matter what barrier 
we see, God will do something with our ministry 
when we boldly act out the gospel as well as 
speak it. 	
	
For example, despite continued hunger in this 
world, we boldly work to feed those who are hun-
gry in the Teays Valley School District. Despite 
persistent violence, we visit those in the Circleville 
Juvenile Correctional Facility and work for the 
transformation of their hearts. Despite the incura-
ble nature of most cancers, we work for the 

comfort of those diagnosed with cancer as we 
support Touched by Cancer and visit those diag-
nosed with the disease. We live the gospel of  
Jesus Christ because in the end, God’s word is 
the last word, and it is one of resurrection and  
triumph. 	
	
Martin Luther famously wrote, “Faith is God’s 
work in us. It changes us and makes us to be 
born anew of God. This faith is a living, busy,  
active, mighty thing. It is impossible for it not to  
be doing good works incessantly. Faith is a living, 
daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and 
certain that believers would stake their lives on it 
a thousand times.” 	
 

 

Led by the Word of God,  

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church is a family who lives and 
shares the gospel of Jesus Christ through love and service to all. 
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Continued from Page 1 
Mutual Ministry 
Report 
   Pastors have assumed the 
responsibility to be servant-
leaders for the church. 
   Day after day, they are ex-
pected to care for others.  
   Day after day, through call-
ing, meeting, writing, teach-
ing, planning, preaching, 
speaking, laughing and cry-
ing, these servant leaders 
care for others. 
  Day after day, these servant-
leaders empty themselves for 
the sake of the Gospel. And 
this is what should happen. 
  But who cares for those who 
are our servant-leaders? 
That’s where the mutual min-
istry committee comes into 
play. 
   Our servant-leaders need 
some refilling, some renewing 
and some refreshment, too. 
   Our scope includes the fol-
lowing activities: 
• Support the pastor on a 
number of different levels and 
topics. 
• Review and update pastor’s 
goals and expectations.  
• Review and update pastor’s 
continuing education plan. 
• Review and update the con-
gregation's goals. 
• Provide council with an an-
nual review. 
   There are six members, 
three appointed by Pastor 
Laura and three appointed by 
our Church Council President 
Ray Noecker. Those members 
are: 
• Mike Miller 
• P. J. Tosca 
• Denise MacFadden 
• Bob Good 
• Tami Seymour 
• Mike Videkovich. 

Evangelical Lutheran calls itself a church and this must apply to 
us. As a Domestic Mission Unit, our focus is right here, right now. 	
	
Our Domestic Mission Unit is a 24/7 operation. The Unit is de-
ployed in households and apartments, workplaces and schools lo-
cated across the county and its region. Jesus calls, “Who will go 
for me? Whom shall I send?” Not across the ocean, but across 
the lawn, across the street, across the restaurant, across the gym-
nasium, across the ball field, across the classroom… and we 
could add countless more examples. 	
	
Here’s the plan for an initial operation: Learn the name and story 
of who hangs out in your daily space. It takes time. Pastor Brent 
Dahlseng is a teacher on how to be the neighbor Jesus com-
mands us to be. He says draw a picture of the space or neighbor-
hood you occupy and start writing down the names of your neigh-
bors on your picture or chart. Knowing a name allows you to say 
hello – allows you to pray for them – allows you to forgive them – 
opens your heart to them. Try to add details over time – things 
you couldn’t know by watching from a distance. Some of you have 
mastered the neighborhood where you live – try your neighbor-
hood in the pews at church. Or the families on your kids’ ball 
team. Or the fellow-workers who ride the elevator with you or park 
in your section of the parking lot. God will empower, use and 
guide the relationship – begin with names. 	
	
Acts 1:8 says,	“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”	
	
“The ends of the earth” might just be closer to our house than 
we thought. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well we finally brought the Gospel to a place it has never been…  
but we should’ve checked to see if there were people here first. 
 



 

 

Saint Paul Post Issue 4 :: July 2018 
 

4 

  

 

CALENDAR 
August 1 Men’s Prayer Breakfast  6:30 – 7:30 a.m. 

August 5 
Anniversary Sunday 
Worship and Youth Share about Gathering in Houston 
Carry-in Lunch  

All day 
9:30-10:30 a.m. 
11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

August 6 Mutual Ministry Committee Meeting 6 – 8:30 p.m. 

August 8 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
St. Paul Council Meeting 

6:30 – 7:30 a.m. 
7:15 – 9:15 p.m. 

August 12 Gideon’s Temple Talk and Worship 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

August 15 Men’s Prayer Breakfast  6:30 – 7:30 a.m. 

August 19 Worship 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

August 22 Men’s Prayer Breakfast  6:30 – 7:30 a.m. 

August 26 Confirmation Sunday and Worship 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

August 29 Men’s Prayer Breakfast  6:30 – 7:30 a.m. 

September 2 Worship 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

September 5 Men’s Prayer Breakfast  6:30 – 7:30 a.m. 

September 9 Rally Day, Outdoor Worship and Teacher Installation 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

 
 




